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PENAL CODE

CHAI}TER XIV
Or Omnxcss AFrEc{rNG Tnn Pusl,rc Hu.elrx, Slrcrr,

CorrvrerrrrreE, DEcENcy, AND MoRALs

?.6L A person is guilty of a public nuisance rvho
does any act, or ts guilty of an illegal omission, which
causes any common injury, danger, or annoyance to the
public or to th€ people in general rvho dwell or occupy
property in the vicinity, or which must necessarily
caus-e injury, obstruction, danger, or annoyance to,
perscns who may have occasion to use any publie right.

A public nuisance is not excused on the ground that
it causes some convenience or advantage.

frz. Whoever unlawfully or negligently does an1'
act which is, and which he knows or has reason to
believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any
disease dangerous to life, shalt be punished \tritil
imprisonment of either description for a term whieh
may extend to six months, or with fine, or with beth.

263. Whoever maliciously does any act which is, and
which he knows or has reason to believe to be, Iikely
to spread the infection of any disease dangerous to life,
shall be punished with imprisonment of ,either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend. to two years, or
with fine, or u'ith both.

264. Whoever knowingly disobeys any rule made
and promulgated by Government for putting any uessel
into a state of quarantine or for regulatihg the inter-
course of vessels, in a state of quarantine with the
shore or with other vessels, or for regulating the inter-
course between places where an infectious disease
prevails and other places, shall be punished \uith
imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both.

265. Whoever adulterates any article of food or drink
so as to make such article noxious as food or drink,
intending to sell such article as food or drink, or
knowing it to be likely that the same will be sold as
food or drink, shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to six
months, or with fine rvhich may extend to one
hundred rupees, or with both.
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16S. Whoever sells, or ofrers or exposes for sale, as
food or drink, any articlc which has been rendered or
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has become noxious, or is in a state unfft for food or
Crink knowing or having reason tt believe thbt the
same is noxious as food or drink shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term whieh
may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to one hundred rupees, or with both.

167. Whoever adulterates any drug or medical
preparation in such a manner as to lessen the efficacy
or change the operation of such drug or medical pre-
paration, or to make it noxious intending that it shall
be sold or used for, or knowing it to be likely that
it will be sold or used for any medicinal purpose, as if it
had not undergone such adulteration, shall be punished
rvith imprisoriment of either description for a tenn
rvhich may extend to six months, or with fine which
ma1' extend to one hundred rupees, or with both.

26tt. Whoever knowing any drug or medical
prL.paration to have been adulterated in sueh a manret
as to lessen its efficaclr, to chinge its operation. or to
render it noxious, sells the same, or offers or exposes it
for.sale, or issues it from any dispensary for medieinal
pulpmes as unadulterated, or causes it to be used for
medicinal purposes by any person not loowing of the
adulteration, shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to six
months, or with fine which may extend io oo" hundrecl
rupees, or with both.

26t. Wlioever knowingly sells, or ofrers or exposes
for sale, or issues from a dispensary for meilicinal pur-
poses, any drug or medical preparation as a difrerent
drug or medical preparation, shall be punished wiftr
imprisgnment of either description for a term whictr
may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to one hundred rupees, or with both.
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tIL, Whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the

water of any public Epring or nesentoir''so es to render

itf"o fit for tire pirrpose for which it is ordinarily used'
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iiott to" 

" 
t"r- which may extend to tbee montbs' or

*itf, fi"" which may extend to fifty rupees' or with

both.

271. Whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmospbere

in any place so as to make it noxious to the healt'h ol

perso;s in general dwelling or carrying on business in

ihe neighbo-urhood or passing along a public way, shali

be punished with fine *'hich may extend to one

hundred ruPees.

n2. Whoever drives any vehicle' or rides' on any

public way, in a manner so rash or negligent as to

"od"ttgu" 

-ttoman 
life' or to be likely to cause hurt or

i"j""y to any other person, shall be punished with
i*ptit""**i of eithir description for a term which

rniy extend to six months, or with fine which may

extlnd to one hundred rupees' or with both'

n?. Whoever navigates any vessel in a manner so

rash or negligent as to endanger human life, or to be

likely to cause trurt or iniury to any other person, shall

be pqrished with imprisonment of either descriptio-n

for i term which may extend to six months' or witft
fine which may extend to one hundred rupees' or \ri'h
both.

274. Whoever exhibits any false light, mark, or

buoy, intending or knowing it to be likely that such

extribition will mislead any navigator,' shdl be

punished with imprisonment of either description for a

ierm which may extend to seven years' or with ffne

or with both.

n5. Whoever knowingly or negUgently conveys or

causes to be conveyed for hire any person by water
in q4y vessel, when that vessel is in such a state or

so loaded as to endanger the life of that person'- *"tr
be punished with imprisonment of either description

for a term which may extend to six months' or with
fine which may extend to one hundr€d mpe€s, or with
both.
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273. Whoever, by doing any act, or by omitting to
take order with any property in his possession or under
his charge, causes danger, obstruction, or injury to any
person in any public way or publie line of navigation,
shall be punished with fine which may extend to one
hundred rupees.

277. Whoever does, with any poisonous substance,
any act in a rnanner so rash or negligeat as to endanger
human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to
any other p€rson,

or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order
with any poisonous substance in his possession
as is sufficient to guard against any probable
danger to human life from such poisonous
substance,

shall be punished with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for,a tenrr which may extend to six months, or
with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees; or
with both.

n8. Whoever does, with fire or any combustible
matter, any act so rashly or neg[gently as tq endanger
human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to
any other personr

or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order
with any'fire or qny combustible mait€r in his
possession as is sulficient to guard against any
probable danger to human tife or hurt or '
injury to any other person from such fire or
cumbrutible matter,

shall he punished with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend to six months, or
with fine which may extend io one hundred rrp€€s,,
or with both.

279. Whoever does, with any explosive substance,
any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human
life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other
person,
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or lmowingly or negligently omits to take such order
with any explosive substance in his pocsession
as is sumcient to guard against any protteble
danger to human life from that substance,

shall be punished with imprisonment of either deserip-
tion for a tcrm rvhich may extend to six months, or
with frne which may extend to one hundred rupees, or
with both.

280. Whoever- does, u,ith any machinery, any act so

rashly or negligently as to endanger hurran life, or. to
be fikefy to cause hurt or injury to any other person,

or knowlingly or negligently omits to take such order
with any machinery in his grsession or under
his care as is sumcient to guard against any
probable danger to human Iife from such
machinery,

shall be punished with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend to six months, or
with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees, or
rvith both.

281. Whoever, in pulling down or repairing any
building knowingly or negligently omits to take such
order with that building as is sufficient to guard against
any probahle danger to hurrian life from the fall of that
building, or of any part thereof, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to six months, or with frne which may
extend to one hundred ruperes, o" loith both.

1432. Whoever knowingly or negligently omits to
take sueh order with any animal in his possession as

is suffi,cient to guard against any probable danger to
human life, or any probable danger of grievous, hurt
from such animal, shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description for a term which may extend
to six months, or vdth fine which may extend to one
hundred rupees. or with both.

2S3. Whoever commits a public nuisance in any case

not otherwise punishable by this Code shall be

punished with fine which may extend to fifty rupees,
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or iryith imprisonment of either description which may
exiend to three months, or with both.

284. . Whoever repeats or continues a public nuisance

ha-ring been enjoined by any public servant who has

lawful authority to issue such injdnction not to repeat
or co.ntinue such nuisance, shall be punished with
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to
six months, or with fine, or with both.

2E6. Whoever sells or distributes, imports, or prints
for sale or hire, or wilfully exhibits to public view, any
obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, painting,
photograph, representation, or figure, or attempts or
offers so to do, shall be punished rvith imprisonment
or either description for a term which may extend to
ihree months. or rvith fine, or with both;

286. Whoever has in his possession any such obscene
book or other.thing as is mentioned in the iast preced-
ing section for the purpose of sale, distribution, or
public exhibition, shall be punished with imprisonment
of either description for a term rvhich may extend to
three months, or with fine, or rvith both.

287. Whoever sings, recites, or utters in or near any
public place, any obseene song, ballad, or words to the
annoyairce of others, shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description for a term which may
extend to three months, or with fine, or with both.

289. ':' Whoever wilfully neglects or omits to perform
any duty iraposed upo4 him by, or wilfully disobeys or
infringes any provision of, any enactment or statute
heretofore or herealter to be enacted, for rvhich
neglect, omission, disobedience, or infringement no
punishment is or shall'be by this Code or any other
enactment or statute otherwise specially provided,
shall be punished with a fine.

'!_S9gqi9n 288 is repealed by section l0 of Ordinanee No.6of 1944.
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